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The burden of Pumah. He called to me-out of Seir, Watchn 


what of the night ? Waichman, what of the night? The Watch 
man faid, the morning cometh, and alfo the night. 


HE prophecy exprefizd in thefe words, is very fhiort. 

It does not appear to be connected with any thing pre- 
ceding or following it, which can reflect any light upon the 
fubject ; ; we have no hiftory of its accomplifhment, by which 
it can be explained : it is therefore dark and hard to be parti- 

cularly and exaétly underftood. 

However, we have here in a vifion, one who appears to be 
aaxioufly concerned for the good of his country, inquiring of 
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the prophet: into. the fate of it ; Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night? He expreflés his earneftnefs 
and defire of information by repeating the queftion. Here is, 
no doubt, a reference to the neceflary cuftom of appointing 
sentchenen in cities, to guard men from harm, or to give the 
alarm, when danger approaches, 

‘The prophet, under the character of a watchman, anfwers, 
the morning cometh, and alfo the night; i. e. you fhall havea 
little refpite from your national diftrefles and calamities, but 
this will foon be fucceeded bv a dark night of affliction. A 
dawn of national profperity is often fucceeded by great nati- 
onal judgments and fore afflictions; and fo a time of revival in 
religion is frequently followed by great error and delufion. 
When the fun of trials and perfecution arifes, the ftony-ground 
hearers wither away: when the thorns of worldly cares fpring 
up, the feed is choaked, and defolation overfpreads the field. 
Then a fad night of deadnefs and defertion fucceeds. 

Though we want the hiftorical and exact explanation of 
this pafla, ge, yet from the fimilarity of the fubjeéts, and the 
fuitablenefs of the words, they may be fafely and properly ac- 
commodated to the ftate of the chriftian church. Being thus 
accommodated, we underftand by He, fame man of Seir, a fe- 
rious inquirer after the ftate of the church—By the watchman, 
formerly the prophets, and now the minifters of the. gofpel, 
who are placed as watchmen on Zion’s walls—By the morn- 
ing,a time of revival of religion and profperity of the church— 
By the night, atime of declenfion, backfliding and defertion, 

I. I thall fay fomething of the morning and its approach. 

II. Something of the night and what brings it on. 

III. More particularly inquire into the ftate of religion a- 
mong ourfelves. 

]. I thall fay fomethihg of the morning and its approach. 

The morning, a time of revival and flourifhing ftate of 
religion, i is frequently, and I believe, where there is a profefl- 
ing people, gene rally introduced by much of a fpirit of pray- 
er poured out on the people of God; fo that, Jacob-like, they 
are wreftling with him, that his children may be quickened 
and comforted, finners converted, and Zion made to flourifh 
and rejoice in the Lord. A little before the reftoration of the 
Jews, which it feems was a time of religious revival, Daniel 
had much of this fpirit of prayer. With what folemnity and 
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faith does he addrefs his Maker; ‘“* O Lord, the great and 
dreadful God, keeping covenant and mercy to them that love 
him, and to them’that keep his commandments!’ With what 
humble penitence does he confefs and bewail his fins and the 
fins of his people! How heartily and fincerely does he ac- 
knowledge the juitice of God in their punifhment! And how 
fervently does he plead for mercy! Thus the Supreme Being 
fhews his people that he is a (cod hearing prayer, and has not 
faid to the houfe of Jacob, feek ye me in vain. Thus he makes 
them fentible of their dependence, and thankful for his mer- 
cies. 

In the beginning of a revival, there is commonly an increaf- 
ing folemnity and animation in preaching the gofpel, and dif- 
penfing its ordinances. The fpirit of the Lord is poured out 
upon minifters, they are anointed to preach the gofpel, are 
ftirred up to labour with more than ufual diligence and faith- 
fulnefs. 


In atime of revival, lifelefs formalifts are awakened and . 


roufed up ; back-fliders are made to return. - They go, weep- 
ing as they go; they inquire the way to Zion, with their faces 
thitherward, faying, “ come let us join ourfelves to the Lord 
in a perpetual covenant, never to be forgotten.” 

At fuch a time, the Bible, that antiquated book, before con- 
fidered too duil to be read by any perfon of tafte, comes into 


credit and is highly efteemed: there is an ardent defire to read, . 


hear and underftand its facred contents. I[t is highly valued, 
as containing the rule of the chriftian’s dutv, the way of life, 
and the gracious charter of all the believer’s privileges. It is 
the delight of awakened fouls, and their meditation night and 
day. Itis the unerring ftandard by which they try every doc- 
trine, and meafure every pra¢tiee. It guards the judicious 
and fenfible chriftian from fpecious’etrors, cold formality and 
enthufiaftic flights of paffion ; and its many great and precious 
promifes are the ftrength and joy of their fouls. 

Sabbath opportunities are highly prized, and outward ordi- 
naaces greatly efteemed, as means of grace of divine appoint- 
ment, and attended with great diligence ; at the fame time the 
mind is deeply imprefled with a perfuafion that the fuccefs of 
all means depends upon the divine: bleffing.. Men are not 
now difpofed to argue away mee authority of the Sabbath, and 
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find a thoufand objections againft a ftriGily religious obferva- 
tion of it. No! they fee the wifdom and goodnefs of God in 
the inftitution, and give thanks to his name‘for it as an inef- 
timable privilege. They fee that religion would foon dwindle 
away and die without it. “That it is ufeful as a means of pro- 
pazating religion in our benighted, finful world, converting 
guilty finners to God, and seth foe: his pecple. “The duties 
and exercifes of the Sabbath are the comfort and joy of their 
fouls. 
When the morning is come, there 1s commonly found to be 
a contiderable, if not a large number of members added to the 
communion of the church, by conviction and converfion.— 
This is a day of Chrift’s power, when his people are made 
willing in the beauties of holinefs from the womb of the morn- 
ing 5 a day in which his word is like a fire, and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces, and tn which the eyes of men 
are opened, and they turned from darknefs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God 
In a time of revival, there is among the fubjects of the 

work, a growing reformation of manners. Grofs immorali- 
ties are carefully and confcientioufly avoided, and ehriftians 
diligently return to their duty. They have that faith which 
works by love, and that love which’ engages them to keep 
Chrift’s commandments. ‘They potters: a forbearing and 
forgiving temper of heart. Humility, modefty, meekinels 
and benevolence rule their minds and their condué to- 
wards their fellow creatures. “Temperance, chaftity and fo- 
briety appear in their lives. “They have a compafiionate re- 
gard to their fellow creatures in diftrefs, and ho gm endea- 
vour to relieve them—efpecially thofe who are diftrefied in 
their confciences under a fenfe of unpardoned fullt. Where 
men are truly and thoroughly reformed, care will be taken to 
make reftitution for injuries done to others, and alfo to co 
juftice to the perfons, reputations and effates of men. 

Inatime of revival, chriftians’ hearts are warmed with fincer 
love toall who bear the image of Jefus Chrift, though they go by 
d fferent names from themfelves, and have different fentiments 
on feveral religious fubje&ts. Yet the judicious chriftian will 
not part with truth, or “make a facrifice of his creed. to other 
people, however he may efteem thein, knowing that the beft of 
men are fallible and haVe their miftakes, and that there 1s no 
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unerring guide but the oracles of divine infypiration. It is 
true, men are often ftrongly difpofed to juftify or condemn 
perfons or things by the lump. A particular perfon is efteem- 
ed all perfeGtion or imperfection—a particular party is thought 
to be almoft blamelets; or void of any good qualities at al/, 
A {cheme of doétrines is thought to be all truth or all error. 
A religious ftir to be all from the Spirit of God, and therefore 
right; or all from the {pirit of error and delufion: all rational 
and agreeable to fcripture, or all wild and enthuliaftic. But 
the quickened and judicious chriftian, knowing that there is 
no abfolute perfection among men, will not juttify or con- 
demn in the mafs; but will endeavour rightly to diftinguifh 
and feparate the wheat from the chaff. He will love thofe 
who appear to bear the image of Chrift, and receive them in 
his heart and affections, though he beltives them to labour 
under a number of miftakes. 

If. 1 fhall fay fomething of the Night and what brings it 
on. 

By the night, as I faid, we are to underftand a time of de- 
clenfion, backfliding and defertion.—-When the love of many 
waxes cold, and the life of religion decays, it is common for 
many to backflide, “to return with the dog to his vomit, and 
the fow that was wafhed to her wallowing in the mire.”? Then 
God deferts the fouls of profeffors—deferts his minifters and 
his ordinances. Now the fun is fet, and darknefs, thick dark- 
nefs overfpreads the church. God’s people forfake him, and 
he forfakes them, and covers his Zion with a cloud tn his an- 
ger. Some profeflors are given up to wild enthufiaftic ere 
rors and delufions, and fome bound faft in the chains of a bi- 
gotted orthodoxy. 

There are many things which tend to put a ftop to a reli- 
gious revival: fome of thefe human weaknefles, and corrup- 
tions rife out of the revival itfelf, 

Spiritual pride is one of thefe: this is raifed out of great il- 
luminations and bright manifeftations. It is evidenced by 
great felf-confidence, a forward, afluming, dogmatical air; 2 

great difpofition to be Judging the ftate of others, pronoun. 
cing on them with a uecifive tone, and cafting on thein cenfo- 
rious reflections. Such have a fondnefs for their own attain- 
ments and experiences, and to make thefe the common topics 
of their converfation, and that when there is no proper call 
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for it. ‘They fhew a fondnefs to be admired for thefe things, 
and for their great gifts, if they are poflefled of any. Such 
commonly {peak with an air of infallibility, and are impatient 
of contradiction. Theyare blind to their own faults, eagle-eyed 
to difcern the faults of others, and liberal in their cenfures, 
When this temper is obferved in profeflors, prejudices are too 
apt to rife in the minds of men againft religion itfelf: and by 
it that God is provoked, who has faid he will ftain the pride of 
all glory: the light of his countenance is withdrawn, and thick 
darknefs fucceeds. 

‘Through the weaknefs of human nature, a degree of enthu- 
fiafm attends almoft every revival of religion. Where it rifes 
to any great height, it naturally tends to mar the work, and 
put a ftop to its progrefs. 

By enthufiafm, I do not mean a great degree of warmth 
and animation in religion, nor a perfuafion that this warmth 
and animation arifes from the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
applying divine truth and impreffing the heart with a fenfe of 
its excellency and importance, exciting an ardent love to pre- 
cious immortal fouls, and defire for the coming of the king® 
dom of God’s grace. Neither by enthufiafm do I mean, over 
fanguine expectations of a great, fpeedy and extenfive revival 
of religion, beyond what cool reafon will juftify. Something 
of this, call it enthufiafm if you pleafe, feems to be neceflary 
for the accomplifhment.of every great defign. It was politi- 
cal enthufiafm, akin to this, which carried the Americans 
through their arduous confliG with Britain, Enthufiafm like 
this, no doubt, animated Luther and other reformers to dare 
the great attempt of refcuing Chriftendom from ecclefiaftica! 
tvrannye This I fay is not what Imean. ‘The enthufiafm I 
expofe arifes from a miftake about the operations of the Divine 
Spirit; from not diftinguifhing between its common and ex- 
traordinary operations—between the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit. Being miftaken here, men think fome {trong impulfes 
or imprefficns an their minds, caufed perhaps by the heat and 
ftrength of their imaginations, or a tumultuous motion of va- 
rious paflions, are a kind of revelation from heaven. ‘They 
are the more ready to think fo, if thefe impreffions be attend- 
ed, as they may be in fome inftances, with fweet ferenity of 
mind ; or as in fome others, with great religious joy. Under 
the influence of thefe enthufiaftic miftakes, men may poft- 
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tively conclude this or that doétrine to be true or falfe, not 
becaufe they find or do not find it in the holy fcriptures ; but 
becaufe they felt fo and fo, when praying, thinking or {peaking 
about it. Or they conclude that this or that is. their duty, not 
from any precept they find in the Bible, but becaufe they feel 
fo and fo, becaufe they have fuch and fuch extraordinary exer- 
cifes'of mind about it, This is in effet making the exercifes 
of their mind, or their religious feelings, a new or an addition- 
al revelation from heaven. Under the influence of fuch mif- 
takes as thefe, I fuppofe, fome have believed themfelves called 
to preach the Gofpel, whom nature has forbidden to preach, 
and whom the God of nature never called to the work. Un- 
der the fame miftake, a man may believe that every idea he 
expreffes for half an hour together, and the very words by 
which he expreffes them, are immediately given him from 
heaven; when there is very little ufeful matter in his dif- 
courfe, and as little common fenfe. All however is afcribed 
to the Spirit of God, and that Divine Spirit made anfwerable 
for man’s weaknefs: or he may think he has received meflages 
from the Lord to particular perfons, and may carry and deli- 
ver them as by divine authority. ‘ 
But to mention all the wild things which this miftake has 


produced, would be an endleis tafk. Many for a while may’ 


be carried away with thefe notions; but after fome time their 
heat commonly abates, they become ccol, dwindle away, fink 
into infignificancy and foon ceafe to exift ; or as has been the 
cafe in fome inftances, they recover by degrees from their de- 
lirium, correct their own errors, and form themiclves into an 
orderly fociety. 

When profeffors imbibe thefe notions, it 1s commonly in 
vain to reafon with them—chey are beyond the reach of all 
argument. They cannot fufpect themielves to be under a 
miftake, being, as they think, favoured with the guidance of 
infinite wifdom,. 

When this enthufiafm predominates, fome may be carried 
away by it irrecoverabiy. Some in order to avoid this cx. 
treme, run into an oppofite one, perhaps equally offenfive to 
God, and hurtful to the fouls of men—TI mean that of 2 dull, 
lifelefs formality: while others, ever prone to judge of, relj- 
gion by its profeffors, and not from the facred Oracles, inve 
bibe {trong prejudices, fink into {cepticifm, and renounce all 
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religion. Honeft chriftians, who are determined to perfevere 
through every difcouragement, are greatly diftrefled, and give 
themfelves up to a life of fecret mourning. ‘Thus a pleafant 
morning is fueceeded by adifmal night of clouds and of dark. 
nefs that may be felt, 

Another thing which I fuppofe frequently brings oma’gloo- 
my night, is the people idolizing eertain inftruments or méans 

f grace. A minifter has fomething very engaging in “his 
manner, or his labours have been crowned with great fuccefs : 
high expectations have been raifed, and ardent defires excited 
to near this man preach above all others. The creature is 
F owes to and depended upon more than the creator. Or one 

elix.ous ordinance is much preferred to another, and great 

depe ore nce put upon it, while others, equally the appoint- 
ments of heaver, are com greens. undervalued and negleéted. 
Sacramental folemnities, baptifing days, quarterly or clafs 
meetings are much attended and great dependence put upon 
them; while ordinary preaching, fecret and family worfhip, or 
family inftruétion, are too much undervalued and neglected. 
Means which are partly the inventions of men, are preferred 
to thofe which are evidently of divine appointment, and more 
dependence put upon them than on the fountain of grace,— 
This idolatry is provoking to the Almighty, and caufes him 
to withhold the light of his countenance ; and thus is brought 
en a night of defertion. 

The fame fatal effet may be produced by minifters becom- 
ing vain of their popularity or fuccefs, and defiring to be-call- 
ed of men Rabbi. A concern for their own glory {wallows 
up their concern for the glory of Ged and the falvation of 
men. ‘This vanity is too often excited, efpecially in young 
preachers, by the injudicious applaufes of fome honeft weak 
people. By this deteftable idolatry, however, the Lord is 
provoked to defert his minifters and their Jabours; he covers 
their fouls with darknefs, and ftains the pride of their glory. 

Anether thing which tends to produce the evil we are 
{peaking of, is placing religion in things in which it does not 
confit, or in which it confifts but very little. This naturally 
turns the minds of men off from the effential and important 
doGrines and duties of religion, from the life, the power and 
practice of godlinefs, to comparatively trifling circumftances. 
The foul of religion then departs, or degenerates into trifling 
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ceremony, empty formality, party prejudice, or uncharitable 
bigotry. Now as much or more zeal is difcovered about a 
ceremony, a mode of worfhip, a form of government, or even 
a coat, a habit or a button, as about the falvation of a foul. 

The. progrefs of religion and profperity of the chureh, may 
be {topped by the improper exetcife of ehurch d f{cipline — 
Too lax a government withholds a proper teftimony againft 
vice and immorality ; which tends to countenance loofe livs 
ing, and to harden men’s hearts in fin. But, perhaps, a more 
common and fatal error in a time of revival, is too much feve- 
rity In animadverting tpon the faults of brethren, and fome- 
times thefe faults comparatively fmall. A forward zeal hur- 
ties on the members or officers of the church beyond the li- 
mits of good order. They aim at the credit of religion, but 
miftakethe means of atcomplithing their purpofe. Rath fen- 
timents are pafled, which can by no means be juftificd, and 
fcarcely excufed. Sufpicions are raifed, ill-will excited, and 
parties are formed, wrangling takes place, the fun of profpe- 
rity fets, and a dark night fucceeds.  ~ 

Another thing deftrudtive to 4 religiows revival is party de~ 
bates, with chrittians of other denominations. Thefe debates 
inay be about the effential and important doctrines or dutics 
of religion. In this cafe, it is the duty of all, in their proper 
places, and according to their abilities, to contend earneftly 
for the faith once delivered to the faints. But much injury 18 
done to vital religion, by the manner of contending for it. Ie 
is not in chriftian humilitv, meeknefs and benevolence: rail- 
ing is ufed inftead of reafoning, hard words inftead of found 
arguments. But thefe pernicious debates are moft commonly 
about the modes of worfhip and government, or the terms of 
admifion to the diftinguifhing ordinances of the gofpel. 

I fuppofe it poffible for minifters and other leading members 
of a church to infift fo long and fo earneftly upon the baptifm 
of children, by effuffon, as to induce the people to believe it 
impofible for a child to be faved, unlefs thus baptiacd: or, 
for them to dwell fo muth on the baptifm of adults, by im- 
merfion, as thereby to perfuade many to think it effential to 
falvation, and that without it none are to be efteemed and treat- 
ed as chriftians. When thefe and fuch like things are argued 
into matters of fach vaft importanee, and the mids ef mea 
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heated with the (ubject, they are prepared to contend earneft- 
ly for thefe things, as for the moft important truths. Mutual 
oppofition between litigants, produces mutual coldnefs of 
affe&tion; they grow fhy, and at length leoking on each other 
as enemies to the truth and the caufe of God, they prepare for 
war, and engage with all their forces. Thus, immoderate 
zeal for matters of little comparative importance, degenerates 
into ill nature, the fpirit of love is deftreyed, the church is de- 
ferted and left in darknefs, Much bigotry, prejudice and 
party zeal may remain,; but little of the power and practice 
of godlinefs. : 

Minitters, alas! are men of like paffions with others, and 
often indulge their paffions to the difhonour of God and great 
grief of his people, and efpeeially of the tender lambs. of his 
flock. When the minifters of love and peace are found con- 
tending one with one another in a bitter and implacable mane 
ner; wnen each has influence enough to affociate with himfelf 
a number of partizans, and then diffufe their il! humour a- 
mong the people, the effects are fatal to the intereft of reli- 
gion. Thefe minifters may have been the inftruments of the 
morning’s coming, they may have been as the morning ftar 
to ufher in the day: they are alfo the inftruments of bringing 
on a difmal night of darknefs: they are the means of harden- 
ing the hearis of impenitent finners, of bringing fecking fouls 
back to a ftate of carelefinefs, grieving the hearts of God’s 
people, and weakening the hands of their brethren in the 
miniftry: they not only hinder their own ufefulnefs, but pre- 
vent the fuccefs of others. “They may do more injury to the 
caufe of Chiift in a few hours, than they do good in. feven 
years, or even a whole life time. O my brethren, let us ftand 
and tremble at our fituation, at our own great imperteGtions ! 
Let us be humbled in the duft, and live a life of cunftant de- 
pendence on the wifdom and ¢race of God ! The academy of 
Chrift is kept among the willows in the valley of humility, 
and the peaceable, loving temper that becomes a minifter of 
his gofcel, is to be learned only there, 

Another powerful caufe of declenfion, is contertions among 
profeffing people of the fame religious conneétion, Thefe a- 
rife from the unguarded ufe of the tongue, from the clafhing 
of temp ora! interefts, or from a diverfity of fentiments «bout 
the doctrines or duties of religion. They are agitated with 
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intemperate heat, produce an alienation of affection, and ma- 
ny evil furmifes and fevere reflections ; mutual love is nomore, 
and mutual good offtces ceafe. When thefe things prevail in 
a fociety, the Spirit of God is grieved and departs. 

Another thing, and one of the moft effectual too, which 
ftops a revival and hinders the fuccefs of the gofpel, is con« 
tentions between minifters and their people. Thefe are com- 
mon'y caufed by neglect of duty in minifters, or people, or 
both. Minifters fametimes preach with littke or no previous 
{tudy—-they do not read, in order to lay up a ftore of. ufeful 
;nasledz 4e; therefore their difcourfes contain very little ufe- 
ful matter; this is repeated over and over in a confufed way, 
without any proper conneétion or arrangement. They do 
not pay a proper attention to the flocks over which the Holy 
Gaoft hath made them overfeers: children and youth, he 
lambs of the flock, are greatly, if not totally negleéted. This 
neglect arifes fometimes from indolence, fometimes from ex 
ceffive attachment to their worldly intereft ; or they fpend too 
much time in reading authors of tafte, or in keeping fafhion- 
able company, converling on war, politics, or other current 
topics of the day. Thus their time is wafted in triftes, which 


ought to be fpent in ufeful ftudies, in prayer for their people, 


in inftructing the ignorant, in warning the unruly,or incom- 


forting thofe who mourn in Zion. When the people obferve 
this neglig rence, it never fails to make them uneaty. Some of 
the mof {azacious, perhaps not the moft charitable; exprefs 
their uneafinels, and fometimes in a way unmercifully fevere. 

They do not go to them in a brotherly way, and ina fpirit of 
love and meeknefs point out to them their faults ; but exorefs 
their uneafinefs te one neighbour and anether, until they fpread 
difcontent through the whole faciety. The minifter perhaps 
is too proud to receive a reproof from one of his own people; 
and if an offended perfon zo to him and tell him his faule, he 
efteems it an affront. However, the manner in whien he is 
treated, is frequently not very refpectful or regular, He re« 
fents the ufage, and mutual criminations take place. ‘Ihe 
matter procee eds from bad to worfe, vatil it gets into fuch a 
wretched iituation that it eannot be ami icably adjuited, but 
muft be decided by prefbyterial authority. When this is re- 
folved on, each party will endeavour to ftrengthen himélf all 
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he can, and by {0 doing, fpreads the mifchief wider and wider. 
Each one fees the caufe of Chrift now bleeding, and charges 
the guilt of it on his antagoniit. 

But a minifter will fay, and fome I believe may fay it with 
truth, that it is his ardent defire more diligently and conftant- 
ly to devote him(elf to the work of the gofpel miniftry ; but 
his worldly circumftances are fo ftraitened and the demands 
of his family fo prefling, that he cannot do it without denying 
the faith and being worfe than an infidel. Where this ob- 


jection is honeftly made and fufficiently fupported by facts, J 


acknowledge a minifter is in a fad dilemma. He is obliged 
by the law of nature, a divine law which he is bound to obey, 
to attend to the demands of his family: at the fame time he 
fuftains another relation, the duties of which are very impor- 
tant and prefling. If he neglects the duties of the gofpel mi- 
niftry, he fees the interefts of religion and precious fouls fuf- 
ferin; x: if he negle&s to provide for his family, he forfeits the 
character of a chriftian: if he does not difcharge his debts 
which he has neceffarily contraéted, he forfeits the charaéter 
of an honeft man: if he complains of his worldly circum- 
ftances, he opens the mouths of his enemies and the enemies 
of religion, and increafes their number: profeffors of other 
denominations uncharitably make it matter of reflection upon 
the whole fociety to which he belongs. In this fituation, his 
mind is diftreffed and diftraéted night and day, and his life is 
extremely uncomfortable, if not ufelefs. If his people are of 
ability to fupport him, whatever he may fay, he things hard of 
them: he thinks they are unkind and unjuft: thefe thoughts 
have a natural tendency to deftroy that love which a minifter 
ought to have for the people of his charge. He grows weary 
of his fituation, and defires to change it for a better, if poffible. 

Notwithftanding all thefe things, it is the duty of a gofpel 
minifter to be inftant in feafon and ought of feafon ; to give 
himfelf to reading, meditation and praycr, to the miniftry of 
the word, and the paftoral infpection of the flock committed 
to his care. And this, it muft be acknowledged, is iufficient 
to occupy the time and abilities of any one man. If he does 
not do this, he unavoidably becomes lean or barren, and his 
preaching has very little inftruétion or edification in it. 

This leads me to call up the obfervation, that difputes be- 
tween minifters and people fometimes arife from the people’s 
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neale& of their duty to their minifter. They refufe to fub- 
mit to, or to countenance and fupport that wholefome difeip- 
line which is neceffary for the well- being of the church, and 
which Chrift has appointed for its edification. “Phis weakens 
the hands of a minifter, difcourages his heart, and prevents the 
fuccefs of his labour. Or they withhold fein him that fupport 
which he needs, and which they are able to afford him with- 
out being fubjeMed to any intolerable burden. ‘They are at 
any rate more ‘able to fuppore their minilter, than a woman is 
to fupport a miniiter for them, and five or fix children of her 
own befides. Where they are not obliged by any particular 
compact to afford him his fupport, it is neverthelefs ungene- 
sous to withhold it. He has fown, and is fowing to them fpi- 
ritual things; aad is it a great matter that he fhould reap their 
carnal things: He ts their fervant, and the fervant 1s worthy 
of his hire: but though they enjoy the benefit of his labo urs, 
they unjuftly withhold his wages—they difregard the authort- 
ty of God, who has ordained that they who preach the gofpel 
fhould live of the gofoel. They fay he ought to live by his 
own labour and the labour of his poor wife; but God frys o- 
therwife. Where there is 2 particular contract, and the peo- 
ple have explicitly engaged to fupport a minifter while he la- 
bours among them, and seh do not difcharge their obligations 
to him, they are guilty of deceiving him by falte promifes, and 
that often to his great injury. ‘Lhey ae ina word, cove- 
nant-breakers, and live under the guilt of wilful, known falfe- 
hood: and yet they muft be called chriftians, and treated as 
fuch. Should they treat any other man as they do their mi- 
nifter, they would juftly fall under the cenfure of the church, 
aid without repentance, would be excommunicated. 

When there is what is efteemed a revival, the people ce 
times feem fo taken up with other things, that they almof 
entirely forget their duty to thetr minifter. "They leave him 
and his family without the neceflary ‘means of fupport. He, 
partly of modefty, and partly out of fear of injuring the caufe 
of Chrift, which lies near his heart, bears long and favs little 
or nothing: his incomes are owes er ftopped, ; 3 jad the means 
of fapport fail. He lives on his credit, until itis als ets funk. 


At length he is obliged to [peak and utter his complaints. He 
no founer begins to complain to his people, than they Galen a: 
11 3 
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h.m of worldly-mindednels—their affections begin to cool tos - 
wards bim, and they fii] withhold from him what is jufily his 
due, and fometimes fpread furmifes or caft refic€tions upon 
him to the injury of his character: the confequence frequent- 
ly is, the relation is diflolved and a final feparation tekes place. 
‘The morning came, the night is alfo comg, and all is covered 
with darknefs, ; 

Where a.minifter fees it his duty to fetile as the paftor of 
a people, who are poor and not able to do much for his fup- 
port, they ought to divide the burden between them. The 
people thould do what they can for his fupport and comfort, 
and the minifter fhould be contented with as little as may be, 
Fie fhould {pend what time he can in the duties of his func- 
tions, and they allow him a portion for neceflary family bufi- 
mefs. In this way they fhould keep up chriftian communion 
and fellowfhip with each other. This would unite them in 
love, and contribute much to their mutual comfort and edifi- 
cation. 

Where a minifter is placed among a people who are able te 
fupport him, he is out of his duty if he {pend his time in world- 
ly bufinefs to the negleét of his official duties: and the people 
are out of their duty, if itis neceflary that he fhould. All, 
both minifter and people, are living in fin and cannot reafon- 
ably expect the bleffing, “They are aGiing contrary to the 
mind of God, who has ordained, that they who preach the 
gofpel, fhould live of the gofpel. 

The chriftians of the prefent day feem to have no refped 
to the recompence of reward. The apoftle fays, {peaking on 
this fubje& of fupporting minifters, they who fow fparingly 
frall alfo reap {paringly; and may we not juitly infer, chat they 
who fow nothing fhall reap nothing ? They are not “ honour- 
ing the Lord with their fubftance, nor with the firft fruits of 
their increafes—they are not Jaying up treafure in heaven, nor 
making to themfelves friends of the mammon of unrighteouf- 
nefs.?? We fee what is the ordination of God: but fome, 
thouch they “ break this commandment, and teach men fo, 
yet do not feem to realife that this their difobedience.will 
prove them to be leaft in the kingdom of heaven, even if this 
fhould be the Jeaft of his commandments.” 

When church members, and efpecially minifters, imbibe 

wauch of the fpirit of this world, view the honours, the fafhions, 
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and the wealth of the world, as matters of great importance, 
‘and become anxious to obtain them; when they are conform- 
ed to this world, and not transformed by the renlewing of their 
mind: are alive to the world, and not crucified to it, with its 
affections and lufts, then decleafion, backfliding and defertion 
take place; the progrefs of religion is ftopped, and a ftrong 
bar laid in the way of its revival. 

I{I. I thall endeavour more particularly to inquire into the 
ftate of religion among ourfelves. 

It appears to me that if we carefully and impartially inquire 
into the ftate of religion in this land, and duly coniider the 
ftir which has fo much engaged the attention ot people gene- 
rally, we fhall have reafon to conclude, that we enjoy the 
morning of a gracious revival of the religion of Jefus: but 
that it is not a morning without threatening clouds, anda 
profpect of a gloomy night. 

1. [t appears to me that the prefent ftir in the land isa real 
revival of the chriftian religicn. My reafon for this opinion, 
is not my feeing a confiderable number of people very ear 
neftly enyaged in this matter; for men may be very earneftly 
engaged, not only in true, but in fulfe religion. Nor is it 
that many are thrown into great bod ly azitations ; fometimes 
into fainting or convulfive fits, or are the fubjects ot violent 
{pafm dic affeGtions,* which sive them a ftrength and activie 
ty of body, far beyond the ordinary ftrength of nature ; for fuch 

* Asto thofe bodiiy exercifes I acknowledge [ never experienced them ¢ 
and therefore it becomes me to {peak about trem with m deity. As fir as T 
can learn from a number of inflances compared together, tiie who are the 
fubjedts of thefe bodily exercifcs, hav~ fometimes their minds covered with 
darknefs, and their ideas all in contufion; {fo that vothing can be made ef 
them cither one way er another. » But comm nly their tdeas are very lively 
aud imprefflive, chough not aiwaysjuit. Tf they have right notions of divine 
things previous to their ‘a sing into rhefe exercives, their ideas tn the trme are 
jeft, lively and veryimpro five: and their excrcifes have a happy miluence om 
their temper and conduct, it they are careful to make the written » ard their 
guide ; asthey commor'y are, becavfe it is the truth in the word chat makes 
the imprefficn. If previous to their fal’i. g thet: ideas are wrong the impref- 
fion is very live y but fa.fe, and the effete dangerous, ‘Phe drnger 1, they 
imagine that thefe difcovericsand imprefft ns are mate by the Spirit of God, 
and are therefore certainiy true: and out of this be tef 1 9s excceumg ¢ diffi. 
cult to reafon them. Each of the above obfervations m'yht be iliultrated by 
particular “iicane:s, which would ferve °s fads tocfteo ifh them. This r-n- 
ders it very necefflary, in the prefent dey, to guird againit enthuficfm : but, 
though it 1s extremely neceffary, the vary attempt might exp fe a mant. ‘he 


cenlure of being an enemy to the revival. In rcligyous matters, men are 
commonly the leaf afraid of what they are in moit danger of. 
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bodily agitations have been produced, and I fuppofe may again 
be produced, by the operations of impofture on the credulity 
and fuperftition of mankind: yea, by things which have no 
relation to religion. I do not ‘draw my conclufion from the 
ftrun# affurance fome of the fubjeéts of this work often ex prefs 
of their own converfion. ] build but very little upon men’s opi- 
nion of themfelves, believing that the felf-deceived often have 
as great afluratice as the true Convert, and are apt to exprels 
it with equal, if mot greater confidence. I do not draw my 
conclufion from people’s meeting together in large crowds, 
and fpending three or four days” in religious exercifes, with 
but little intermiffion. Neither is my inference drawn from 
fecing people tranfported with joy, and fhouting and finging 
the praifes of God and a Redeemer: for I know by experi- 
ence and obfervation, that there are falfe joys as well as truc. 
A miftaken belief, that the Lord is my Ged, may fi!l me even 
with unutterable joy, as well as a rational and fcriptural per- 
fuafion of it, My inference is not drawn from feeing per- 
fons, after great diftrefs and horror of mind, fuddenly breaking 
out into tranfports of joy and thankfulnefs ; becaufe | believe 
this is frequently the cafe, where there is no true knowledge 
of God and his Son Jefus Chrift, nor faith in the gofpel plan 
of falvation, My conclufion is not drawn from my finding 
people exceedingly gealous to promote this work, and defend 
every attending circumftance. This is often difcovered in 
eae and defendin: ya falfe religion as well as a true, [e 
may arife from pride and party zeal. When it is chic fly em- 
ployed in defending the outward circumftances of a work, or 
the peculiarities of a party, it is much to be fufpected. Nor, 
finally, is my conclufion drawn from this work making a con- 
fiderable fpread, and many people of various ranks falling i in 
with it, nor from its continuance now in the land for fix years; 
for error and delufion may {pread far and continue long. But 

my opinion is founded on the following things, taken im con- 
nection. 

1. This revival has made its appearance in various places, 
without any extraordinary means to produce-it: the preach- 
ing, the finging, the praying, have been the fame, to which 
people had been long accuftomed, and under which they had 
hardened to a great degree : and the firft fymptoms of the re- 
vival, have been a praying fpirit in the few pious people found 
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mong us. They fomehow got their minds imprefied with a 
fenfe of their own backfliding ; with a fenfe of the prevalence 
of vice, infidelity and impiety ;.an unufual com paflionatercon- 
cern for the falvation of precious fouls, who weré perifhing 
in their fins, and for the profperity of Zion, They prayed; 
they endeavoured to excite their friends and ne:ghbours to 
pray; they formed themfelves into praying focieties, that they 
might mutually encourage and affift each other. The revival 
appears to be granted in anfwer to prayer; and in confirmation 
of that gracious truth, that God has not fatd to the houfe of 
Jacub, feck ye me in vain, when he fays he will be inquired 
ef by the houfe of Ifrael to do it for them, 

2. As fu as I can fee, there appears to be in the fubjedis 
of this work, a deep, heart-humbling fenfe of the great unrea- 
fonablenefs, abominable nature, pernicious effects and dead 
éonfequenees of fin; and the abfolute unworthinefs of the fin- 
ful creature of the {malleft crumb of mercy from the hand of 
a holy God. -There appears to be in them a deep mourning 
on account of their own fins, the fins of their fellow profef- 
fors, and the fins of the carelefs and profane ; and particularly 
for the bafe fin of ingratitude to God for his many mercies ; 
and alfo of the juftice of God in condemning and punifhing 
his offending creatures. 

3. They appear to havea lively and very affecting view of 
the infinite condefcenfion and love of God the Father, in giv- 
ing his eternal and only begotten Son, for the redemption of 
mankind ; and of the infinite love of the Redeemer, manifefted 
ia the great and gracious work of redemption ; manifeited in 
the labours and furrows of his lifeand of his death : anaffeing 
view of the aftonifhing goodnefs of the adorable Trinity, in 
providing and applying a complete atonement for the fin of 
fallen many and a perfect righteoufncfs for his juftifications 
and all this in a way that not only fecures, but advances the 
honours of God’s law and government, and illuflrates his 
juftice, holinefs, truth and tender mercies. Jefus Chrift and 
him crucified, appears to be the ALL IN ALL to the fubjeéts of 
this revival, and the creature nothing and lefs than nothing. 

4. They feem to me to have a very deep and affeQing fenfe 
of the worth of precious immorta! fouls, ardentdove to them, 
and an agonizing concern for their conviction, converfion and 
complete faivation. As far as 1 can judge, they are pleading 
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for this with ftrong, fervent defires, with deep humility, with 
faith in Cod’s promifes and in the merits and interceffion of 
Jefus Chrift. Perhaps the ardency of their love fomecimes 
hurries them into fome indifcretions which excite the preju- 
dices of thofe for whofe falvation they are pleading. Men 
are imperfect creatures, and thefe, if I may be allowed the ex. 
preffinn, appear to be the generous blunders of benevolence, 
This love, this compaffion, this ardent defire, this agonizing, 
this fervent pleading for the falvation of finful men, and for 
Zion’s pfofperity, far exceed any thing | have ever feen.— 
This love, thefe fervent funplications are not confined to a 
particular {pot or a particular party. They extend to and in- 
tlude men of every defcription; Catholics and Proteftants, 
Jews, Mahometans and Pagans. The moft favage nations, 
who are funk almoft beneath the notice of others, are embra- 
ced in the arms of their benevolence. Little children lie near 
their hearts; they take them in the arms, and put the hands 
of their benevolence upon them, and plead with the Father of 
Mereies to blefs them, O thou fountain ef mercy, give me, 
give to all, this fpirit of love, of grace and fupplication ! 

5. Aconfiderable number of individuals appear to me to be 
greatly reformed in their morals. This is undoubtedly the 
cafe within the fphere of my particular acquaintance. Yea, 
fome neighbourhoods noted for their vicious and profligate 
manners, are now as much noted for their piety and good or 
der. Drunkards, profane fwearers, liars, quarrelfome perfons, 
&zc. are remarkably reformed. ‘The fongs of the drunkard are 
exchanged for the fongs of Zion: férvent prayer fucceeds in 
the room of profane oaths and curfes: the lying tongue has 
learned to fpeak truth in the fear of God: and the contentious 
firebrand is converted into a lover of peace. A number of 
poor backfliders appear to be fenfible, that it is an evil thing 
and a bitter, that they have forfaken the Lord their God ; and 
are returning to him with penitent hearts, going and weep- 
ing, inquiring the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, 
and we hope are joining themfelves to the Lord in a perpe- 
tual covenant never to be forgotten,” 

6. A number of families, who had lived apparently without 
the fear of God, in folly and in vice, without any religious 
inftruétion or any proper government, are now reduced to 
order, and are daily joining ia the worfhip of God, reading 
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his word, finging his praifes, and offering up their fupplica- 
tious to a throne of grace. Parcnts who formerly fecmed te 
have little or no regard tor th. fouls of theiMchidren, are now 


anxioully concerned for their falvation; te oleading tor them, 


4 
and endeavouring to lead them to Chrift, and train them up 
in the ways of piety and virtue. Miaiters who formerly treat- 
ed their fervants as brutes, are now earnefily concerned for 
the falvation of their fouls, and ufing means to promote tt, 
7. Phe fubie&s of this work appear to be very fenfible of 


the neceility « ot Sanéification as well as fufification, and that 
29 


* withcut he olinefs no man can fee the Lord:” to Le greatly 
defirous that they themfelves ond © all that name the nane of 
Carift fhould depart from Lin quity ;” fhould recommend the 
religion of Jefus to the contciences and eftecm of their fellow 
men; that the light of their holy converfation fhould “ fo fine 
yelinw en, that they feeing their good works, might ¢ cive glory 
to God. A heaven of per ied purity and the tull enjoyment of 
God, appears to be the chief and ultimate objcét of their de- 
fire and purfuit,* 


* One ebjectiv n frequently Jaid in again the werk, is wat is called Za 
exhorting. Itakethe liberty here to thew my opinion on this fur) &. The 
cuftom which hes long prevailed amoag Pre (bvterians with refpect to this 
tnattcr, 1 think, has bees wrong, ang very pern'ci us tothe interetts af ichi- 
gion in our churches. By cuftoum men's hands have been too much tied up, 
their mouths too mech thut, and they thereby prevented Coimg what they 
ought to have done, and what they might have done withovt fteppirg out of 
cheirown places. The work has been left almoft entirely to minifters. and 
therefore has not fpread and prevailed as much ae it mig' thave done. When 
one neighbour addrefles another, or two er three others, in an affe &! ‘onate, 
kind and refpectfal minner, it is much apter to gain altencion, and affc@ the 
heart, than the moit foiid difcourfes from the pu.ptr, and from the mouth 
of one whofe occupation it isto preach the word can fee no reafon why a 
min, or even a woman, when deeply imprefied with a fenfs: of the finful ang 
miferable ftate of their fellow creatures, fhould wot pl ainly and affe¢iionzt ly 
warn them of their danger, and prrfaade them to awotd ot, Shou'd they fee 
them expofed to imminent danger fiom fire or water, and infeofibie of it, no 
perfon would blame them fheuid they give warping with loud cries and car 
neft intreaties; men would not efteem it as too aflumeny and arr gint, but 
2s a genuine exprefijon of compafion. Why the former dhouid be cenfured 
and refirained, while the latter is commended as preper, | donot fee. To 
hinder men in either cafe, would be a vioient reitraiat on the benevo'ence of 
the heart, and nacure itfelf would ftrougly remonfirate. When this pen 


has been ufed with prudence and an air ef modefty and tcndernefs, f do not, 


recolle& ever to have known an inftance of its giving «flence to any feri- 
ous mind, But when it is done with an air of domination and authority, as 
if by a commiffion from heaven, and with a ftern, commsnding countenance, 
it is much out of character and very hurtful to the caule : It is exactly Bales: 
lated to provoke refentment, and fix in the minds of men ftrong pic judices 
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4c A Serman on the prefent, Sc, 


Now I have given you my reafons for concluding the mor- 
xing is come, and that we are bleffled with areal revival of the 
benign, the heaven-born religion of Jefus Chrift; which de- 
mands our grateful acknowledgments to God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoft. 

If [am miftaken, I think it is nota miftake of the nature 
of religion, but of the appearances of the prefent day: a mif- 
take about the fufficiency of the phenomena to prove the work 
to be fuchas I have reprefented it. 1 fuppofe that numbers, 
and fome of them fenfitle, pious, good people, have formed a 
different opinion. Had I viewed the work at a diftance, and 
attended chieHy to outward circumftances, I fhould have 
formed the fame unfavourable opinion. J endeavoured, as far 
as | could, to jook into the nature of the work, and obferve its 
tendencies and efiects. I know I have been careful to judge 
impartially: I have fometimes felt ftrong prejudices ; 1 have 
found fault with many things, I have difputed almoft every 
extraordinary circumftance ; {ome things I do not yet approve, 
and perhaps never fhall: but you have the conclufion J have: 
drawn upon the whole, and the premifes from which that con- 
clufion is drawn. I think I have had as good opportunities 
to judoe of the matter, as moft of thofe who think differently 
frum me: but it is proper each one fhould judge for himfelt. 


againft religion. Uf any fhould fay. «‘ they cannot heip ic’’*—I reply, if fo, 
they cannot help doing wrong, and acting contrary to the word of God. Ne 
impulfes, however ftrong, can juftify a man in acting contrary to {cripture 
and reafon; can jnftify a woman in Javing afide her prop:r, native modeity 
and delicacy, and sffuming a mafculine boldnefs, or a liberty unbecoming her 
fex, Women prefeling godlinefs, at all times and in ali places, fhould be 
exampics of modetty, and efpeciaily inthe houft of God. A woman by de- 
viating a lietle from female modefty, may do more injury to the caufe of 
Chrift and to precious fouls, than the ever will do yood ty all licr moft pa- 
thetic exhortations. 

But what I plead for in the beginning of this note, isa very different thing 
from afluming the chara@er of a public Exhorter. This, 1 think, none ought 
to, do, unlefs called to it by the fociety, and agreeably to the rules of govern- 
ment of the feciety to which he belongs, Only admit of ir, only a.low ore 
to become an Exhorter when he pleafrs, and you open a way for thofe who 
are too ignorant to know their own weaknels, too felf-confident te be under 
government aid controul, too vain to behave with decency, and enthutiaflic 
enongh to imagine they have authority to fpeek in the name of the Lord, tho’ 
they can feorce fpeak common fenfee This would deftroy all rule, and reduce 
the church to a diforder'y Niob. it wouid be the way to encourage a number 
ef ambitious and enthufiaftic pretenders to head every one his party, divide 
une church into fagiens, eppofire contending faGions, and thus deftr: y it. 
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We ought, however, to take great care, left haply we be found 
to fight againft God. 


The morning cometh, and alfo the night. 


[To be concluded } 

















[From the ConneGicut Evangelical Magazine.] 
On the SINFULNESS of HUMAN NATURE. 


Messrs. Epirors, 

SOME time fince, in converfation with a gentleman of refpectability, and 
a profeffor of religion, he made the following obfervation: ** I know our 
preachers, of late, dwe!l much on the do@rine of total depravity of affection ; 
and boldly affert that all men, by nature, are oppofed to God’s true character, 
and his gracious way of falvation by Jefus Chrift,—For my own part, J do not 
believe the doctrine to be true, at leaft in genera!—I never faw the time, fince I 
can remember, when God’s character did not appear lovely, and his way of 


lalvation agreeable.” 

This obfervation turned my thoughts anew upon the fub)s&.—The fol- 
lowing is the refult of my meditation on the oppofition of the natural heart 
to God’s character, and way of falvation by Jcfus Chrift. Ii you thiuk it 
worthy of a place in your Magazine, you may infert it. 

PON reflection, I found every man would, naturally, 

form to himfelf a God like himfelf; and would love that 
God, until an enlightened underftanding and awakened cons 
{cience fhould difcover his error, as to the charaCer of the true 
God.—I alfo perceived, that natural affections were @ften ta 
ken for thofe which are gracious and fpiritual ; and that moral 
honetty, civility, and deeds of humanity, were aflumed as evi- 
dence of a pure heart and love unfeigned. But as thefe are al} 
afide from the point, and merely ferve to fhew, that fhe Acart 
15 deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked; fo 1 found 
the only way to decide the point fairly, was to repair to the 
fure word of prophecy, and therewith compare our hearts and 
lives. 

In obedience to this rule, I took my Bible, and found the 
following declarations :—God Jaw that the wickednefs of man 
was great tn the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of bis heart was only evil continually =——The whole head is fick, 
and the whole heart faint: from the foal of the foot even unto 
the head, and there is no foundnefs in it ; but wounds and bruifes, 
and putrifying fores,—There is none rightetus, no, not one: there 
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is none that understandeth, there is none that feeketh after 
God. They are all gone out of the way; they are together be- 
come :nprofitable: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.— 
The carnal mind is enmity again} Ged. And concerning Je- 
fus Chrift, as our Saviour, it is faid, We hid, as it were, our 
faces from him, he was defpifed, and we efteemed him nit.——We 
will not have this man to reign ever us.—O Ferufalem, Feru- 
falem, how often would I have gathered thy children together, and 
ye would not.—Ye will not conie ta me, that ye might have life. 

Such are the plain declarations of the oracles of God; he 
that runneth may read and underftand. The obvious fenfe of 
thefe texts is, that man by nature has no moral goodnefs—his 
heart is corrupt, and wholly eftranged from God and duty. 
He has an enmity of heart againft God’s character; he is not 
merely unfriendly, but harbours hatred—there is a pofitive 
force of the heart againft him. Men, when divine reftraints 
are taken off, are ftout-hearted: they make their brow as 
brafs, and their neck as ai: iron finew. Nor are they better 
pleafed with Gad’s way of faivation, than with his character. 
They defpife, reje€@t, and hate a holy Saviour; and to fuch a 
degree, that they will never come to him, except the Father 
draw them with the cords of divine love and irrefiftible grace. 

This character, which the Bible gives of the natural man, 
or carnal mind, is perfe€tly confiftent with what we know of 
the heart and practice of mankind. Let us come to experi- 
ence and plain matter of fact; for I mean not to enter into a 
critical and metaphyfical difquifttion of this fubject. If we 
confult the natural tempers and difpefitions of men, we thal! 
had the wanc of holinefs; and direét onpofition of heart and 
life to every thing good, fo far as reftraints are taken off.— 
Thus, we find our thoughts vain, idle, impure and wicked ; 
not at all conformed ta the holy Jaw of God. Our words and 
actions are equally perverfe,and fhew that the love of God is 
not in our hearts. How prone are we to words and aéts of 
anger, wrath, batred, envy, variance, ftrife and deceit ? How 
are our hearts and lives devoted to the honours, pleafures and 
riches of this world, to the neglect of God and religion, and 
indeed toall righteous laws, human and divine? This is not the 
cafe of a few only, who are fupereminent in wickednefs, but 
it is the natural ftate of evcry fon and daughter of Adam. The 
firft actings of infancy fhew this bitter root ; and as we grow 
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into a capacity of acting, we invariably, without one excep- 
tion, produce the poifonous fruits of difobedience. The whole 
tafte and relifh of the natural man, are oppofed to the ways of 
holinefs : he fees no beauty in, and feels no Jove to the divine 
charaéter. Hence, men who can find no time to read their 
Bibles, to pray in their families, or attend on public worfhip, 
can find time enough to go into profane company, to bargain, 
fpeculate and intrigue for riches and honours. Though pray- 
ing, preaching, and godly converfation lull them to fleep, they 
can fpend days and nights in vain converfation, trifling amufe- 
ments, rioting and drunkennefs, ‘Thus, the fruit fhews the 
nature of the tree: a man’s life is a true index to his heart, 
whether under reftraints or not. In the one cafe, he plays 
the hypocrite ; in the other, ke boldly aéts out the heart. The 
natural man, at all times, and in every fhape, is oppofed to 
God’s charaéter, and to any way of falvation conf ftent with 
that character. 

This is an experimental truth. Thofe who are transformed 
in the renewing of their minds, Well know that it was not of 
blood, nor of the will of the fiefs, but of Ged. And would un- 
regenerate man let confcience {peak out, they would confefs 
they felt no love to God, or his ways. By ftupifying confci- 
ence and ftifling convidtion, they may imagine they yield obe- 
dience in a mere moral walk 3 or, under the terrors of an a- 
wakened confcience, they may think they fee! the true fear of 
God; but it is a deception. The fear and obedience gre 
wholly a forced work, without any love to God, to his law, 
to his Son, or to the method of falvation. Unregenerated 
men, whether awakened or unawakened, have no holy affec- 
tion, no internal religion ; and would have none externally, 
not even common honefty, were it not for imperious circum- 
ftances, fuch as honour, reputation, gain, fear of man, and an 
alarmed confcience. 

Notwithftanding the great boaft of the goodnefs of hu:nan 
nature, none will truft it-—All are ready to arm againft it.--— 
Every bolt, lock and key isin point. “ The exceffiye care 
taken in all writings and proceedings at law, to tie up the 
hands of parties, and prevent unfair advantages from being 
taken, fhew how fu(fpicious men are of one another ; and no- 
body but a fool will fay their fufpicions are iil-grounded, or 
their caution needlefs. Horace, Juvenal, Perlius, Pope, 
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Young, &c. were keen and fevere fatirifts ; out, in my opini.. 
on, moft legal writings teftify the vices and villainy of the 
world with a much fharper Jafh than their writings. A deed 
of fale, a marriage fetdlement, or @ bill and anfwer, expofe the 
difhonefty of the world with fuch truth and ferioufiefs, as infi- 
nitely exceed the mott pointed wit. ‘The vaft length of fuch 
writings, the precifenefs of every claufe, the long ftrings of 
fynonimous words, Xc, are, it feems, all little enough to de- 
fend jultice againft the many and artful aitempts to be ex- 
pected. There is, in fhort, an univerial corruption and de- 
pravity among mankind, arife it from whence it wil!.” = Such 
is the concurrent opinion and practice of mankind. It plainly 
fays, Every imagination of the thoughts of eur hearts are only 
evil continually—none are righteous, none doth good, no, not one. 

[t is alfo from this fource of depravity in the heart, that we 
find fomany negleét public worfhip, fo many are unacquainted 
with their Bibles, and altogether inexperienced in prajer, ei- 
ther in private or in the family. Experience teaches, that 
prayer is greatly neglected, that many families omit the even- 
ing and morning facrince, that they receive their daily bread, 
without afking a bleffing upon it, or returning thanks to the 
giver of their mercies! Under the light of the glorious gof- 
pel, no reafon can be given for fuch things, but that the love 
of God is not in them-—they will not come to Chrift, that 
they may have life. “hat more could have been done, faith 
God, to my vineyard, that I have not done to it? Every thing fit 
and neceflary for the falvation of mankind has been done; yet 
fuch is the depravity of our nature, we will act unreafonably 
towards God, we will not have him to reign, we will bear 
him wild grapes and nothing elfe. 

This total depravity of affe€tion will appear further evi+ 
dent, from the inefficacy of all moral fuafion. God, in his 
infinite wifdom and mercy, hath given us a fure word of pro- 
phecy,.to lead us to a right knowledge of himfelf, of our own- 
(elves, and of the path of duty. In the gofpel, he is ufing a 
creat variety of means to convince us of fin, of righteoufnefs, 
and judgment, to difcover te us the plague of our hearts, to 
reach us the need of a divine Saviour, and to excite us to flee 
trom the wrath to come, to the ftrong hold in Zion. But, 
alas ! all the lizht in the world cannot affeét the heart: men, 
under the gofpel, are not loft for want of knowledge. Net- 
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withftdnding a!] the means of moral fuafion, men will perifh; 
unlefSdivine, almighty power changé the temper, tafte and 
retifn of the heart. ‘They may hear, read and pray, all their 
days; and yet the unholy will be unholy ftill, and the filthy 
will be filthy ftill. . 

In perfect agreement with this fentiment, we daily obferve 
mankind of all ages, ftations and relations in life, living in the 
formal ufe of the means of falvation without any internal re- 
ligiony without any conformity to Ged, and evidently going 
down the broad road to deftruction. ‘hey draw nigh unto 
God with their mouths and honour him with their lips, while 
their hearts are far from him; and fome in works deny him, 
being abominable and difobedient; and unto every gocd work 
reprobate. In profperity they forget God, and in advertity 
they murmur againft him, and revolt more and more. 

Thus the inefficacy of the means of all moral fuafion, fhews 
the total corruption of the natural heart. Whether God fmiles 
er frowns, the carnal! mind is ftill the fameshe follows his 
Own way and rejects the way of peace. 


« The Leprofy lies deep withiri. 
No bleeding bird, nor bleeding beaft, 
Nor hyffop branch, nor fprinkling prieft, 
Nor running brvok, nor flecd, nor fea, 
Can waih the difmal flain away.” 


Enough, I prefume, has been faid to fhew, that by natiire 
mankind are wholly iinful, and tlrongly oppofed to the true 
character of God, and his way of falvation by Jefus Chrift: 
I will now conclude with one or two refleGtions. And, 

1. In our natural ftate we are great enemies to ourfelves. 
There is none good but God, and no way of falvation but his 
way ; therefore, in our enmity to him we are wedded to evil, 
and by rejecting his way of falvation, we court our own de- 
ftructien, and foreclofe our own happinefs. God is neceffa- 
rily oppofed to us, while we are at enmity with him, and un- 
lefs we return unto him in love and obedience;he muit and 
will punifh us. The blame and the fhame will be wholly 
ours. Our continuance in a ftate of alienation from God; is 
the free and voluntary aét of our hearts ; there is no compulfi« 
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on. Are we willing to be delivered from our fins, through the 
fanétification of our nature? God and Chrift are willing. — 
For this purpofe the Father fent Chrift into the world to re- 
deem it: for this purpofe, he offers eternal life unto all that 
will come unto Chrift. Thréugh him he is reconciling the 
world unto himfelf ; and affures us, that he is able to fave to 
the uttermoft, all that come unto God by him. There is now 
nothing to hinder our coming unto God and eternal happi- 
nefs, but the oppofition of our carnal hearts. Yet, fuch is 
this ‘oppofition, that unlefs God grants reftraining grace, we 
rufh upon the thick boffes of his buckler, and court deftruc- 
tion without a covering. 

2. Is the natural heart wholly corrupt as {hewn above, then 
ihn fhort of almighty power can change it from fin to 
holinefs. Unholy affeGtions can give no rife to any holy re- 
folutions, nor influence us to the right ufe of the appointed 
means of meeting God. ‘There is no power in the foul dif- 
pofed towards a holy change; but fuch is the enmity of the 
carnal mind againft God, that se muft work in us, both to 
will and to do, or we fhall never move towards him. ‘Though 
we dread the punifhment of fin, we love the practice of it; 
and fo {trong is our attachment to it, that no moral fuafion 
ean break us off. Hence our Saviour faid, * Ye cannot 
come unto me, except the Father draw you. > We cannot 
come to Chrift, becaufe we wil] not. We hate his charaéter 
and Jaws, and cannot embrace him againft the affection of our 
hearts. ‘This enmity is all the impoffibility which lies in the 
way of thofe who live under the Gofpel. 

Thus a child, not difpofed to obey his parents, fays he can- 
not. Our offended neighbour fays he cannot be reconciled. 
No one will fuppofe there is any impediment in this cafe, but 
the want of a good difpofition. Juft fuch is our inability in 
the cafe before us. We cannot feek after God, againft the 
tafte and inclination of our hearts. We have offended God; 
yet he has provided a way for our reconciliation, and invites 
all to come and be reconciled—we anfwer with a cold cannot. 
But why? Becaufe we do not love God, nor his Chrift, nor 
his-holy way of falvation; we have no other excufe, no ina- 
bility but our want of affection. And this difaffeétion is fo 
deep rooted in our hearts, that ne moral fuafion can eradicate 
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it. God, by his almighty, power, muft trasform us in the re- 
newing of our minds, or we fhall die in our fins. 

3. Finally, impenitent finners under the gofpel will be the 
moft inexcufable of all men. God has made ample provifion 
for the recovery of loft men, and revealed it in the holy fcrip- 
tures. We know his will, and his method of falvation by 
Tefus Chrift ; and have no plea againft it, but the difafeCtien 
of our hearts. ‘This pleawill never pafs in the court of hea- 
ven, Not one will arife before the throne of the righteous 
ludge of all che earth, and plead that he did not love God; 
nor Chrift, nor his way of falvation. In that folemn day, c- 
very mouth will be ftopped, and impenitent finners will know, 
that ‘fufficient had been done for them, if they had been dif- 
pofed to accept of offered mercy. All blame will fall on the 
head of the finner. | , 

Let impenitent finners, therefore, take warning in time; 
drop their weapons of rebellion, accept of an offered Saviour; 
and fubmit to his government. Your a// for eternity is now 
on trial; live then as you wifh to account. Be careful to 
meet God, in his appointed means of falvation ; he may, per- 
hans, leave a bleffing behind him ; for he has never {aid, feek ye 
me in vain. Though moral fuafion will not change the heart, 
God may. His word and daily experience teach, that he or- 
dinarily faves fanners in the ufe of means: By thefe he awak- 


ens and convinces finners, and exeites them to look out of . 


themfelves unto Jefus Chrift for help. The work is his own; 
and he will carry it on in his own way and time; and not in 
burs. | 7 

Let thefe confiderations encourage every finner diligently 
to ufe the appointed means of falvation. But if any are de- 
termined, at all events, to ptirfue the pleafures of fin; to caft 
of fear, and reftrain prayer before God, let them go on. But 
it them alfo know, that for all thefe things God will bring 
them into judgment. 
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Revival of Religion in Middlebury. 


[ Prom the Conneticut Evangelical Magazine. } 


A NARRATIVE 


Of a Revival of Religion in Middlebury, a Parifh of Water- 
4 bury, in the years 1799 and 1800; communicated to the Edi- 
} tors by the Rev. lra Hart, Pastor of the Churth in faid 
‘4 place. 


(Continued from page 382.) 


| LETTER I. 
GENTLEMEN, 
he my laft letter, I propofed to give you fome account of 
particular exercifes cf individuals, I (hall begin with the 
cafe of a young woman, a profeflor, who had been induced to 
attend a place of amufement, which fhe afterwards became 
convincedyswas improper. The circumftances will be men- 
tioned moftly in her own words, as communicated to me ina 
letter, ; 

‘“¢ In compliance with your requeft, I give you my opinion 
and experience of the impropriety of a profeflor’s attending 
balls. Permit me however, in the firft place, to relate fome 
particulars in an earlier part of my-life. At the age of 13,1 
was admitted into company as an equal with thofe of 20-and 
25. At 16, the Lord was pleafed to top my career of folly, 
and to call my mind from the world, by a deep fenfe'of the im- 
portance of religion to the prefent and future happinefs of my 
foul. After a painful conviétion of the awful depravity of my 
heart, the amazing diftance 1 was at from God by nature, my 
defert of éverlafting punifhment, and the total inability of help- 
ing myfelf by any works of righteoufaefs which I could do; ! 
was brought, as I believed, to throw down my weapons and 
fubmit to God. The beauty, excellency and propriety of his 
character and government, produced a ealm ferenity of mind, 
to which |. was before a ftranger. The converfation and fo- 
ciety of the ferious gave me more fatisfaction in one. hour; 
than all the vain amufements which I could call to’mind from 
my cradle until that moment. I met with many trials from 
the gay company with which I had always lived in harmony; 
but for the moft part was enabled to encounter them with lefs 
difficulty than I expected. Returning from fchool, I me 
with a gentleman whe had been abfent during my fertous im- 
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preflions. He accofted me in the following manner : “‘ How 
do you do Wlifs ? [hear you are fericus and have done 
dancing—Is it fo???) I replied, that | had indeed refufed to 
attend balls, for I believed that I had already {pent too much 
time in that folly ; but feared 1 was not fo fericus as had been 
reprefsnted. “Well,” returned the ge ntleman,“ you have.got 
a fit, but I am not bane con cerned, it will {oon be over. I 
never knew an inftance fail, but in a fhort time thofe ferious 
perfons would be as gay asever. I fhall foo fee you at fuch 
and fuch a ball room; and you will. dance as {prightly as 
ever. I fhall then remind you of what [ now fay; but you 
will tell me, I don’t feel now as I did then.”” He left me, for 
I was unable to anfwer. As foon as his face was turned, the 
— flowed without controul. I exclaimed to myfelf, Ob 7s 
poffible! Is it pofible! Can it-be that I fhall be left to that 
ferable refort for happinefs! I tried to believe that he pro- 
phefied falfely; but ftill I knew that it was not impoffible. 
For fome timel was much diltreffed, left I fhould be left to dif- 
honour the caufe of religion, and bring contempt upon its pro- 
feffors. About the age of ‘nineteen, thi : over anxious con- 
cern, as [ then thought it, left my mind, by degrees, and | 
loft much of the fenfe of my de pendence I heard too much 
of the applaufe of my fellow worms, which gave afpring to 
pride and felf conceit, till alas! they pained an unhappy afcen- 
dency. «I was now frequently in, company with thofe who 
were indeed civi/, but not fens ous, and joined in their trifling 
amufement, ‘Their attention and politenefs concealed the 
danger, and led me to be more and more converfant with 
fuch fcenes of folly. At the time of your ordination, when [ 
was about 20, I was folicited by a nearre lation, out of polite- 
nefs to fome refpeGtable acquaintance'then prefent, to attend 
a ball. I knew he would not advife me to do any thing 
which he judged atall inconfiftent with my profefion. » After 
confiderable converfation, and with much reluétance, I con- 
fented to go; and I affure you, fir, there was not a perfon in 
the company, but what faw me. After the interefting fervices 
of the day, and the folemn confecration of a minifter to feed 
my foul with the bread of life and the waters of life, here | 
was in the ball room, amid the thoughtlefs and the gay. Nor 
was this the laf time. I was again where there was mufic 
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and dancing. My chriftian friends were alarmed, and re- 
proved me, but with little effet. I had liftened to the voice 
of adulation, and God had left me to reap the reward of my 
folly. 1 had almoft loft fight of God, and was fwiftly gliding 
down the ftream of fpiritual declgnén: But in mercy God 
was pleafed to ftop me, open my eyes, and bring me to fats 
deration. Oh! the diftrefs, anxiety, fears and “doubts which 
now harrowed up my foul! \* Darknefs without and darknefs 
within! T[ fincerely thought that if 1 could have recalled the 
laft twelve months, and have removed into fome diftant land, 
where | fhould never behold a face which | ever faw before, I 
fhould have chofen it, rather than to have brought the difgrace 
which I then felt I had brought upon the caufe of Chrift.— 
My diftrefs was unknown ‘to any but myfelf, and nothing 
fhort of experience can conceive it. All] my former feelings 
with the gentleman’s prediétion, were brought freth to mind, 
and every reflection tended to aggravate my crime and en- 
hance my diftrefs. A compaffionate Saviour at length brought 
me to feel and fay, 


* His ftrokes were fewer than my crimes, 
And lighter than my guilt.” 


“ f think, fir, I can fay from experience, that the amufe- 
ments of the thoughtlefs are exceedingly detrimental to the 
Chriftian’s growth in grace, and calculated to keep the fou! 
in leannefs, and to render a perfon unhappy in a religious 
profeffion and difcontented with the world. Confeience is 
continually fmiting and reproving ; and as the Chriftian has 
more light than an Infidel, he is of courfe more unhappy in 
the neglect of his duty. “To undertake to ferve God and 
Mammon, is a fure way to render life miferable ; for both 
{cripture and experience tell us we cannot do it: Wf you 
judge what I have written will be of ufe as a warning to my 
young brethren and fifters in Chrift, you may difpofe of it for 
that purpofe,”’ 

Several profefling Chriftians were fhaken and greatly ¢if- 
trefled, left they had trufted in the hope of the ‘hypocrite.— 
The awakening was of great fervice to them, and indeed to 
the whole church. We had {weet feafons of communion, at 
the Lord’s table, and feemed in fome degree to realize, that 


* This was at the beginning of the late revival. 
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Jefus was prefent in his church, to comfort and refrefh his 

people. ‘The dittrefs and doubts entertained at this time by 

fome, were wilely ordered in Providence to their own future 

Comfort and growth in grace, and to quicken others in the 
way to Heaven. 

The following cafes will exhibit a general view of the exer- 
cifes of thofe who have been fubjects of the work, I give the 
account nearly in their own words, that they may appear to 
{peak for themfelves, and teftify what God has done for their 
fouls. Aman aged 55 gave me thefollowing account. 

“Thad little-or no religious inftruction until about the age 
of twenty-one; and except a few, feafons of conviGtion, which 
were foon gone, my youth, and indeed my life has been fpent 
in ftupidity. I was perfuaded that I muft and could do fome- 
thing fal myfelf, but continually put it off to amore conveni- 
ent feafon, and lived without hope and Wi a God in the 
world. I was much oppofed to the Calviniftic doctrines of 
grace, and wanted to afk minifters and others whether they 
were really Chriftians according to their fcheme of juftificati- 
on by faith alone. I offered my children in baptifm, becaufe 
it was fafhionable, and fuppofed I had fo far done my duty, 
After fame thought upon the do¢trines of religion, I conclud- 
ed that if election was true, | was nottoblame. Here | fet- 
tled down at eafe, and was in this fituation when the rcligi- 
ous attention began. I had a curiofity.to hear and fee, but 
felt no uncommon concern until | heard a fermon. from thefe 
words, “ Come unte me all ye that labour‘and arc heavy laden, 
and | will give you reft.”* The word was fet home with 
power, and my fins.appeared as a thick cloud. I determined 
to fubmit myfelf to God; I thought I did; yet I felt unaccount- 
ably diftrefled. I thought I had done enough, ‘but found no 
relief from my agony of mind. My finfulnefs appeared great- 
er than [ could before have believed ; it lay upon meas an in- 
tolerable burden, until the anguifh of my mind impelled me 
to cry out for mercy. One day, being alone in the fields, I 
could not contain my diftrefs, but for fome time on my knees 
cried aloud, “ Lord have mercy on me! Lord have mercy on 
me! J had hitherto neglected family prayer, -but now I re- 
folved to begin the next Sabbath morning. ‘The time came, 
but I could not pray. My diftrefs was foon increafed, by re- 


* Mat. i, 28. 
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fiction on this text, “ No man having put his hand to the 
plough and looking back, | is fit for the kingdom of heaven,’’* 
The word came with power, and i faid, “ Wo is me, if 
don’t pray in my family.” In the evening I attempted. [| 
had many trials, fome of them perhaps uncommon, and not 
profitable to relate. Still I was determined to be faved by 
the law. My heart rofe againft gofpel dogtrines, efpecially c~ 
leGtion, which i hated. Yer 1 could find no Fett i in the law, 
That I had broken the law was manifeit, and this feripture 
was dire@tly againft me—-“ Curfed is every one that continu- 
eth not in all things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them.”’+ I could fearcely eat, drink or fleep ; conclud- 
ed there was no mercy for me, and approached the gates of 
defpair. All this time I was feeking falvation by the works 
of the law. One morning J fcit better, and enjoyed a fere- 
nity of mind for’which I could not account. I was foon en- 
gaged in contemplation on this feripture,‘* For whofoever 
will fave his life fhall-lofe tt; and whofoever will lofe his life 
for my fake fhall find it.”"t | My mind immediately explained 
it thus: “ Whofoever will fave his life by refting on his own 
works of the law, fhail lofe it; but whofoever will renounce 
al! een upon himielf, andstruft alone to grace in Chrift, 
fhall find it.”? In a moment, the fabric I had fo long and fo 
obftinatcly et to rear, tumbled in pieces. I won- 
dered at the ignorance and folly of all my former attempts, 
and that I“~fhould miftake effentially in fo plain a cafe. The 
difficulty was foon removed by this text—“ The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolifhnefs unto him, neither can he know them, becaufe they 
are fpiritually difcerned.”’|| My mind dwelt upon thefe and 
other paflages as upon’a treafure newly found. I feemed re- 
ally to come from darknefs to light. “The words I had often 
read, but there now appeared an heavenly beauty I had neve 
known before. I felt a defire.to glorify God, who had con- 
trived {uch an excellent {cheme of fa] vation, and revealed it fo 
plainly to men. I found the Bible had been_a fealed book to 
me, and that with all my gettings [bad neyer got a true un- 
derftanding of the way of falvation by Jefus Chrift. The 
whole ichenie of gofpel dogtrines, efpecially ele€tion and divine 
fovereignty, which before made my heart rife up in enmity 


# Luke ix. 62. + Galatiansiii..so, J Matt. xvi. 25... | 1 Cor. ii. 14, 
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againtt God, now appeared glorious and lovely Tebiiive es. I 
{aw that all [ had done to obtain falvation was wholly (eifitts-s 
that { was totally depraved, and that uniefs election was true 
there cou!d be no hopé in. my cafe. . 1 perceived that all my 
oppolition to the doctrines of grace originated in pride, be- 
caule I wag not willing that God thould work in me to will 
and to do of his own n good pleafure. [now rejoiced that he 
did do it, and yetfound myfelf im the unimpaired pulrelren 
of moral freedom. -- I thought befofe, that 1 was right and 
Cod was wrong, but now ‘T felt that God was right and 1 
was wrong ; and hat my former fcheme of falv ation, by works 
of the law, if it could be true was not defirable, becaufe wn - 
fpeakably lefs beautitul, than that by. fovereign grace in fefus 
Chrift. 1 felt no hihin to. hear preaching about werks, ui- 
lefs a clear diftin@tion was made between duty and merit, — | 
thoughe little of myfelf or of the danger of fueupee cunifhment; 
God wasall glorious, and the Saviour the chiefeft among ter 


thoufand for his own fake? Having obtained help of Gods | 


I continue unto-this time, a brand plucked from the fire; in 
myfelf, a poor, miferable, cuilty creature; and if I am ‘ever 
faved, it will manifeftly be-all of God. Not unto me bat 
unto God through Chrift be all the glery forever.” 

A yeung woman addrefled me by letter as follows. « My 
cefign, in this communication, Is. to inform you what the 
Lord hath done for my foul. At the time of my first ferious 
impreffions, [ was fixteen years oldyand had to that timetived 
a carelefs and ttupid | life ; a ftranger to God and Chrift, end 
te things facred and divine, I thought [ was not very bad, 
as'I refrained from fte aling’, lying, (wearing and cther cpen 
violations of God’s holy law; act cc nfidering that he looks at 
the heart. I thought I was too young to attend'miich us te. 

ligion, and | confidered it a fad and melancholy thing, fit for 
none but thofe who were juft about to leave this world. | 


depended much on the doétrine of election, as I had perverted" 


Ned “Tf [ am to be faved I fhall be faved, let me do what j 


will; and if I am to be loft, I flhali be loft let me do what | 


will.”? Herel refted, fective’ in my finiul negleét of God and 
his Son Jefus Chrift. And I fear that many who are older 
and wifer than I, ret on the fame fandy foundation. . 1 had a 
great tafte for redditte, but I read thofe books only whiek 
jerved to poifon my mind, and lead it from God and ferious 
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things. When the awakening appeared among us, and one 
and another of my companions were inquiring what they 
fhould do to be faved, I refolved to go onas I was, let the 
confequences be what they would. I lived from home, and 
hearing that my aged parents and two of my fifters were un- 
der great concern of mind, I could not forbear fighing and 
faying to mylelf, “ Are they all fools? I fhall never enjoy an- 
other moment’s comfort with them as long as Llive.”? It ap- 
peared to me that I would not feel as they did for the whole 
world. The firft ferious impreffion on my mind was while 
reading thefe lines in the “Young Child’s pious Refolutions.”’ 


«‘ °Tis time to feek to God, and pray 
For what I want for every day; 

I have a-precious foul to fave, 

And [ a mortal body have.” 


« T had hitherto thought that there would be time enough 
for me to attend to religion when I was o/d ; but thefe words 
came with fuch power that I could not reft without feeking 
an intereft in Chrift zammediately. 1 was greatly concerned 
about myfelf, and felt that I muft do fomething, but what to 
dol knew not. I could not pray, and never had prayed in 
my whole life. I durft not repeat the Lord’s prayer, becaufe I 
thought it was made for-his difciples and not for me. I re- 
folved that no one fhould know my feelings; but foon m 
diftrefs poured in upon me as a flood, and | could not forbear 
crying to the Saviour for mercy. I attended meeting the 
next Sabbath, expecting to find relief, when thefe awful words 
were the fubjeét of difcourfe:.“It fhall-be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee,”’*— 
My fins rofe in order before me. 1 was ftruck dumb before 
God while thefe words founded in my ears, and the fermon 
defcribed my awful cafe. Inftead of finding comfort, I went 
home witha heavy heart. I foon began to doubt whether the 
Bible was the word of God. I thought it might poffibly be 
a forgery, and earneftly hoped it was. I hated the Bible be- 
caufe it contained my condensnation.+ I felt that God was 


* Matt. xi. 21. 
+ This fentence gives the true reafon why the fcriptures are rej.ed by 


infidels. 
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partial in fhewing mercy to others and not tome. The en- 
mity of my heart rofe againft him ; and indeed I withed 
there was no God. I attempted to caft the blame on him and 
juftify myfelf, but ftill could not be fatished. I longed to be 
fpoken out of exiftence, fer the more I underftocd of the di- 
vine charaéter, the more I hated it, and could not endure the 
thought that the Lord reigned and that all things were at his 
abfolute difvofal, When I heard of fome who obtained coms 
fort and had not been fo long in diftrefs as 1 had, my heart 
boiled within me. 1 thought Il could not live long in thes dif- 
trefs, and that God would not fuffer fuch a wicked wretch to 
live; and even death appeared defirable though it fhould 
make ine eternally miferable, becaufe while living I thoughe 
I was preparing for a more aggravated punifhinent. While 
walking I fometimes imagined the earth would open and {wa!- 
low me up; and that i hung over the bettomlefs pit by no- 
thing but the brittle thread of life. I flept but little, for if I 
went to fleep I wasafraid I fiould awake in heli. 

“In this unhappy ftate of mind, I centinued from Sept. ’99 
ti!] March 180¢e, when I was taken dargeroufly fick, and for 
fome days deprived of reafon. When my reafon returned, I 
fuppofed I mutt foon die; but bow different were my feci- 
ings now from what they had formerly been! God ap- 
peared to me perfectly juft and righteous tn all his deal- 
ings with me. It appeared to be right and reafonable that 
1 fhould love fuch a holy being. [ felt more compofed and 
tranquil than ever before, and 1 could fay with the man re- 
ftored to fight,“ Whereas I was blind, now I fee.” I faw fuch 
a beauty and loveline/s in God and the things | before hated, 
that I feemed to bein a new world, where every thing fpoke 
the glory of God. He appeared to me fo holy, righteous and 
good inall his works and difpenfations, thatl could freely fub- 
mit myfelf to him and fay with Job, “ Thcugh he flay me, 
yet will I truft in him.”’+ Whenl recovered fo as to wait on 
God in his houfe, I enjoyed more delight in one day than in 
all the balls and vain amufements I had attended in my life, 
Gsod and his fervice have ever fince appeared glorious to me, 
and ob that [ may glorify him in life, death and cternity ! 
My hope depends folely on the rich, free and fovereign grace 
ef God in Jefus Chrift.” 


* 3 John ix, 26. t Job xiii. 15. 
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A young married woman gives the following account: 

« Near “the clofe of “September, 1799, while I enjoyed a 
comfortable ftate of health, a religious meeting was attended 
at our houfe. I found myfelf fomewhat imprefled with a 
fenfe of fin, and thought I wifhed to be a Chriftian. A day 
or two after this meeting, my health rapidly declined ; I was 
foon dangeroufly ill, and to appearance on the borders of the 
grave. My great concern was to recover my health, and my 
hope refted in the phyfician, and not in Chritt. My fituation 
grew more and more alarming, and my friends viewed me as 
near the end of life. I was in fome meafure alarmed, and 
much feared that if I fhould die, 1 fhould be eternally wiles 
able. I endeavoured to fatisfy myfelf by refleGting, that I 
was not fo guilty as others. Except when people were talk- 
ing to me of faith, repentance and the new-birth, I always 
doubted whether the juttice of an holy God would fend me 
to hell forthe few crimes I had Sand Alas ! how little 
did I know of the evil nature of fin, and of my own crimina- 
lity before God! And all this when I was viewed by ethers 
on the borders of eternity !. Indeed, fir, your converfation, at 
the time of your vifits, and the convecQliiaen of other religious 
people, was never fufficient to drive me wholly from this re- 
fue, Neither your prayers, nor the apparent near approach 
of death, ever excited in my mind any degree of anxious 
concern for my foul. The idea of leaving my hufband and 
children appeared the moft diftrefflings; but I chofe not to hear 
the fubject mentioned, and endeavoured to keep it from my 
mind as much as poffible. A beneficent God at length in- 
terpofed in my behalf, rebuked my painful diforder, and re- 
{tored me to my fam: ly as one ranfomed from the grave. But 
I was as ftupid under the mercies of God, as I had been be- 
fore under his chaftifing hand. Nothing could make my heart 
fubmit. I was ftupid w hen bro ught to the brink of the grave, 
with an clernicnat woe before me; and I was ftupid when 
marveloufly reftored to health. ‘he world with all its delu- 
five charms, now prefented itfelf to my view. As foon as J 
was able toride out, I vifited an elder brother, who converfed 
with me freely on my fituation, and the mereies I had received. 
I obferved to him, that I really wifhed to become religious, 
but I was certain it was not in my power. He replied, that 
it was impoffible for him to tell for what purpofe my life had 
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been fo remarkably fpared; but that from my apparent ftu- 
pidity, there was great reafon to fear’it was that I might have 
an opportunity of filling up the meafure of my iniquities.— 
The idea ftruck me, and feemed the voice of warning from 
God to me, to anfwer for my ingratitude. The fins of my 
paft life rofe, and were fet in order before me. I fvon found 
I had abufed all the mercies of God; that there was a holy 
law which I had tranfgreffed, and that I was under its juft, 
though awful curfe. _I refted but little the following night, 
and my diftrefs continued fer fevera] days. I was again about 
to go back ; but the following Sabbath I attended meeting, 
when a thank-offering was prefented for my recovery. Here 
my conviétion and diftrefs revived, and continued through the 
week. The next Sabbath | heard a fermon from thefe words, 
“© Ephraim is joined to idols, Jet him alone.’”’** ‘The fermon 
was applicable, as I thought, to my cafe, and feemed to be ad- 
dreffed to me in particular. My conviétions increafed until 
I feund myfelf hanging over the pit ef everlafting woe, defti- 
tute of the leaft merit, and wounded by reflection upon a whole 
life fpent in rebellion againft God. Although I was convin- 
ced that I had been hitherto kept in exiftence by the forbear- 
ance of God, yet now it appeared to me, that I fo richly de- 
ferved his wrath and curfe, that I had nothing elfe to expect. 
With thefe views I again attended meeting, and found the 
fame broken law flaming againft me, and bringing my ini- 
quity before my face. I returned home, took my Bible and 
retired, and-while perufing the facred pages, this thought arofe 
in my mind—* Jefus has died for finners.” It filled m 

heart with joy, and although in my agony ef mind I had not 
very clear views of Chrift as Mediator, yet the idea was now 
fweet and refrefhing tomy weary and heavy-laden foul. Af- 
ter a few weeks, I found myéelf, as I believed, willing to ceme 
to the feet of Jefus and lie low in the duft before him. My 
comfort was a!l built on Chrift as the foundation, and I think 


he then appeared, and {till appears levely as he is in himfelf,. 


and will be fo forever, whatever becomes of me a finper.— 

During my convictions | had many heart-rifings againft God 

and the doctrines of grace ; but when this enmity was flaimby 

the Holy Spirit, in a wav which I know not, God appeared 

juft and righteous; Chriit the chiefeft among ten thoufaad 
* Hofea iv. 27. 
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and altogether lovely; and the doctrines of graee the fweet 
food of my foul, the manna from heaven. Indeed, fir, I have 
been fuch an ungrateful, blind and ftupid finner, that I am 
fure there can be no hope in my cafe, unlefs there is a “ rem- 

nant according to the election of grace.””** My attainments 
are fo far fhort of what I thould fuppofe would be in a real 
Chriftian, that [ am, efpecially at times, doubtful whether I 
fhall ever obtain a feat at the right hand ‘of Chrift: but if this 














fhould ever be, I fhall be lefs than the leaft of all faints, and W 
muft forever difclaim all merit in myfelf, lay my crown at the 
feet of Immanuel, and afcribe all to his meritorious righteouf- di 
nefs. Let the praife and the glory be forever to his electing fe 
love, te rich, free and fovereign grace.’ tc 
Thefe cafes are not felected becaufe more ftriking than o- tt 
thers, but as moft eafily and concifely defcribed, and obtained u 
with lefs difficulty than others, perhaps in many "eetpeets more Ir 
interefting, might have been. to 
Earaefity defiring that the religion of Jefus Chrift may p 
fpread shwotioh the whole earth, I remain your moft obedient v 
humble fervant, IRA HART. cl 
Middtebury, July 15, r8o2. T 
- es i ooo ee ee il 
t 
EXTRACT OF ALETTER h 


From the Rev. L. Floyd, Miffionars, employed by the Congregas 
tronal Society of the state of South-Carolina, for promoting the : 
interests of religion, to the Chairman of the Board of Direc- c 


tors of faid Society—Publifhed by order of the Board. 


N Auguft I took the liberty of leaving, for afew weeks, 

the siti affigned me, in order to attend fome large fs 
cramental meetings in the upper part of the ftate, I had the 
pleafure of attending three of thefe meetings, where the 
multitudes colleéted in the open woods, and the extraordina- 
"% ry exercifes which I faw and heard, opened to me a feene 
P entirely new, and in the higheft degree interefting. Every. 
thing which I could fay in defcribing this truly wonderful 
work of God, has no doubt been anticipated by thofe whe 
have peeviliy one with you on the fubjecdt; but 
Rom» i. 
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you will permit me to indulge myfelf in a few obfervations on 
what I faw and heard. 

“ ‘The defigns and ways of God are indéed unfearchable. 
The important purpofes of his wifdom and grace are’ often 
effected, not in the way which human wifdom would dictate, 
but according to the incomprehenfible counfel of his fove- 
reign will, The bodily exercifes which take place in the 
prefent revival, may prefent a {tumbling block to the wifdom 
of man; but if God, by this, accelerates the progrefs of his 
work, we ought to be not only fatisfed but thankful. 

** The work is indeed extraordinary, and feveral appen- 
dages of it'may be very far from congenial to the prevailing 
fentiments of the polite world. I think it proper, however, 
to obferve, that | have found fewer difagreeable circumftances 
than I had previoufly contemplated. ‘The minifters ufed their 
utmoft endeavours to preferve order among the people, and 
inftead of terrific declamation, their chief aim appeared to be 
to declare theimportaat truths of the gofpel with plainnefs, fim- 
plicity and rational energy. And it was very obfervable, that 
while the conciliating voice of the gofpel was calmly pro- 
claimed, the work appeared greater thanat any other time. 
Thofe who could fit unmoved while the terrors of a broken 
iaw were founded in their ears, felt their ftony hearts melt 
into penitential forrow, under the force of this interefting 
truth, that “ God was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto 
himfelf.”” The gofpel was indeed preached with an animated 
pathos, which evidently declared the pious zeal of the clergy; 
but this muft be admitted to be very correfpondent to the {pirit 
of the apoftolical Miffionaries, who, conftrained by the love of 
Chrift, befought finners to be reconciled to God. 

“ Another circumftance, in which | was agreeably difap- 
pointed, was the manner of the exercife of thofe who became 
atfeéted. I had expeéted to hear loud outcries from the fub - 
jeéts of the work, which where they are fo numerous, would 
be a great difadvantage to regular preaching. But where I 
attended, the difcourfes of the preachers were feldom difturb- 
ed by any noife. © Sometimes, indeed, thofe affeéted feem 
conftrained to cry out, but much more frequently, efpecially 
in time of public preaching, they lie in deep exercife of mind, 
while their voice is fcarcely heard by thofe around them. 
Sometimes in time of preaching, there would appear te be bug 
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428 Religious Intelligence. 


few inexercile ; yct, “when the people were difmiffed ard. be« 
gan to difperfe, we could difcover them lying in every part of 
of the congregation. 

The people are moft apt to run into confufion in different 
exercifes of devoticn, in the intervals of public worthip. 
They fometimes collect in groups around thofe who are 

{tricken down; while fome of them engage in finging er fome 
other exercifes and fumetimes different exercifes may be 
heard at once fo near together, as tohave the appearance of 
diforder. “But thefe things the Prefbytetian minifters endea- 
vour to reftrain, as far as the nature of the cafe will admit, 
Upon the whole, I think the diforders are as few as can be 
expected in fuch vast aflemblies of people ; of different reli« 
gious perfuafions, of different fentiments and different habits 
and manners. And, undoubtedly, the great good that is done 
abundantly more than compenfates for every thing difagreeable, 
that mav arife from the weaknefs of human mature. 

< A number I faw under exercifes, in which their counte- 
nances exprefled the moft ferene and extatie pleafure, while 
their bodies appeared entirely he!plefs, and the words they ar- 
ticulated were uttered in very feeble accents. A fmile, the 
moft placid thatcan be imagined, over{pread the whole vifage, 
while their addrefles to Heaven and to thofe around them, ¢e- 
clared the evangelical fentiments of their heart. “The. views 
which occupied their minds muft have been fupremely. de- 
lightful; and their fituations, thogh it maybe deprecated by 
the gay and diffipated, rather enviable, than either pittable or 
pasts ack in the eye of the pious {pectator. 

‘The prefent revival, is doubtlefs a good work 5; but when 
we confider the wiaknete of human nature, and the many ar- 
tifices of the great adverfary of fouls, we muft, I humbly 
think, be convinced of the neceffity of much wifdom and pru- 
Pi Bg as well as zeal in the miniftry, in erder to guard againft 
thefe irregular fallies of paffion, which, if indulged without re- 
ftraint; not only bring a reproach on religion, but hinder the 
mo‘ profitable exercifes of genuine piety. But it is not for 
me to prefcribe in this matter. God, we may hope, will not 
only fapport his-own caule, but exercife fuch a fpecial care 
av x his children as will preferve them, theugh weak, from 
pernicious delufions. But it is the duty of Chriftians, and 
efpecially of Chriftian minifters, to conduct themfelves with 


Cireum{pection.” , 
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